This volume contains the proceedings of a conference organized at Montpellier on 20--21 March 1998 by the Centre d\'Histoire Moderne et Contemporaine de l\'Europe Méditerranéenne et de ses périphéries. The organizers\' aim appears to have been above all historical, even though philologists and physicians were invited to put their points of view. The contributions thus collected about the Greek doctor, translator and editor, Diamantios Coray, fervent admirer of the French Revolution and ardent supporter of Greek independence, adopt a quite different point of view from that of a previous conference devoted to 'Médecins érudits de Coray à Sigerist', whose proceedings, edited by Danielle Gourevitch, were published in Paris in 1995. It is therefore surprising that the only mention of this work is that of Jacques Jouanna in a note on p. 78. Likewise, nothing explains the editors\' decision to divide the twenty or so papers into three sections: Diamantios Coray, from Smyrna to Paris; Hippocrates and Hippocratism from the middle of the eighteenth century to the beginning of the nineteenth; Hellenism and Hellenists in the time of Coray. The unity of the research thus undertaken around the person of Coray would certainly have gained in clarity if the editors had not presented us so precipitately with the raw result of their work without any preface, introduction or conclusion. The result is a sometimes ill-assorted collection in which are mixed different genres, the good with the less good, with at times a perceptible tendency towards the irrelevant: in one of the contributions (pp. 161--72) Coray\'s name is not even mentioned.

Nevertheless, there is much to be said and learnt about this Greek physician, born in Smyrna in 1748 to a family of merchants. He moved to Montpellier in 1782 to study medicine before going on to Paris in 1788 where he watched the French Revolution with exaltation. As R-P Debaisieux-Zemour rightly notes (p. 92), he there acquired the conviction "that progress and the development of education among the French people had given birth to the love of liberty", a conviction which from that moment on remained the basis of all his actions. In this sense, philology, for which he abandoned medicine, would very soon become for him the best way of contributing to the intellectual enfranchisement of the Greeks. But on this fundamental work of editing and translating ancient Greek texts, which he would continue until his death in 1833, besides the intentionally general paper of Loukia Droulia on 'Coray, écrivain polygraphe, éditeur acharné', we find nothing apart from the more specialized paper of Jacques Jouanna on 'Coray et la médecine grecque'. Under these conditions, it is inevitable that the philologist, less well served than historian colleagues, is left somewhat unsatisfied. In fact, none of the final repercussions of Montpellier Hippocratism or of the various manifestations of philhellenism in French society seems to have escaped the historians.

Nor can one pass over in silence the lack of an index (an index of names at least would have been useful) and a bibliography, or the fairly numerous mistakes, notably in the Greek, which is too often wrongly spelled and either badly accented or not accented at all (pp. 79, 80, 144, 146, and *passim*).

It is worth stressing, however, that this book has the important virtue of contributing to the collection of substantial material on the education, activities and publications of one of the greatest Greek scholars of the nineteenth century, who has until now been unjustly ignored. The philologist and the editor of Greek texts, more indirectly, will also have at their disposal an invaluable historical and cultural resource that brings to light the indefatigable activity of this remarkable man of great learning. The editors of these proceedings have thus contributed to bringing him out of the shadows.
